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The MAZDA test drive experience
Drive it, Feel it, Own it

DATE HOSTS EVENT
Aug. 9 Steve & Pam Flaten Sunday Drive & Brunch
Aug. 19 (NEW EVENT) Need sponsor and location 18 Hole Golf
Aug. 26 John & Lynda Miller Wednesday Night Drive
Sept. 11 thru Sept. 13 The Buendings, Mike Ferber & Betty Otto, Chris Holt & Sarah Loehrs, The Simmons Fall Rally
Sept. 23 John & Ann Kemske Wednesday Night Exotic Pumpkin Drive
Sept. 30 (NEW EVENT) Miata Club/Bob Brennan 9 Hole Golf at Cedarholm
Oct. 3 thru Oct. 4 Ronda & Paul Kinneberg Up North Drive
Oct. 11 Don & Judy Schlais Sunday Brunch and Museum Tour
Oct. 17 Morrie’s and Board of Directors Annual Elections Meeting & Fall Clean Up
Dec. 13 Board of Directors Sunday Brunch

2009 COMING EVENTS CALENDAR

On Sunday June
14th, (Flag Day) thirty
eight Miatas and one
Mini Cooper gath-
ered at the Target
parking lot in Still-
water for a 64 mile
drive through north-
ern Washington
Coun ty, southern
Chisago County and

back into northeastern Ramsey County.  Many of the cars were
decked out with American and Miata flags and most of the members
were wearing red, white and blue. There was an inside joke going
around about Don Shaw not having anything red on, but I heard he
did produce 1 or 2 square inches of some red fabric. Although not
very many people saw it, the word was he wore the red.

We had several members making their first drive and they seemed
to enjoy it. Karen Aslagson made her maiden voyage solo. Cathy
Freeman and friend made their first drive and a guest couple, Kevin
and Kristi Siefert who are new Miata owners made their first drive and

plan to join the club soon. Also, a return member Rex & Carol Ben-
jamin were back in the fold. With that many cars and people Barb
Shaw was busy selling shirts, hats and other Miata gear before we de-
parted.  Don & Barb also sold several sets of flags. They really looked
nice on the cars.

Our organizers, the Zeppelins and the Rogersʼ had three sheets
of pictured items to try to find along the way and write down the trip
meter mileage. Some were pretty easy and others were somewhat
difficult.  It seemed that the Zoom Zoom sign was one of the easiest
to find and created the most chuckles. There turned out to be 12 par-
ticipants who had them all correct, so names were thrown in a hat
and three lucky people won “mail box” flag posts & flags. Eight more
names were drawn for the table centerpieces.  It was something fun
to do along the way.

The drive produced some extra twisty winding roads and a lot of
country scenery.  As we drove by Governor Jesse Venturaʼs home in
Dellwood, it was difficult to know if he was there or not. His gated
entry was decorated with some flags and other patriotic pieces. A re-
ally good brunch was enjoyed by 70 people at Decoyʼs Grill & Bar in
White Bear Lake. The weather was beautiful and it was a fun day for
all who participated.

Inside:It couldnʼt rain on the Miataʼs Club parade on July 4th in Eagan.  O.K. —- Maybe a
little drizzle. 19 Miatas (including one captured that day) decked out with American
flags and Miata Club flags as well as patriotic decorations were in attendance. Spe-
cial arrangement was made to proceed in Red, White, Blue and then the rest of the
rainbow of colors down the parade course. We were able to double up along the way
and there was much honking of horns. We ran out of candy early. The winking head-
lights were greeted with squeals of delight from the crowd. The hot wheels cars given
out were especially coveted by the young children lucky enough to get one. A great
lunch was enjoyed afterward at the nearby Granite City Food and Brewery where
reserved parking was available. A number of members went over to the Firecracker
Car Show hosted by the Heavy Hitters Car Club at the pavilion after lunch.

Eagan’s July 4th Funfest Parade-Under The Stars & Stripes

Flag Day Drive

This had to be the coldest Saturday in July ever!! The Sun did not
come out until we were at the park and then only for a few minutes.
Just about everyone had jackets or sweatshirts on all day. I was hop-
ing it would not be too hot, and my wish was granted.

We started out at Point Douglas Park in Prescott with 19 Miatas.
The weather was cool but the tops were down. The route went through
a lot of rolling country with corn and hay fields. Everything was green
and looking good. We went by some Dairy farms but did not experi-
ence any Dairy Air :-) After a leisurely drive thru the country, we 
arrived at Nugget Park, checked in and continued to the Picnic area. 

I still donʼt know how this happens but more food showed up on
the tables then is possible to fit in the Miataʼs trunks. The grill area
was the best place to stand with the heat coming from the coals.
There were a lot of cooks available at a moments notice and no one
went away hungry. Just about everyone went for a short walk by the
lake or up to the hills. 

By 2 pm everyone was ready to head back to Prescott for ice

cream at the Dairy Queen. On the way, we planned to go through
Plum City but a local parade closed down the Main Street, so we
made a detour! We gave the town of Plum City a little parade of our
own with the 19 Miatas heading into town. It was not a Miata U Turn
but pretty close to it. We got back on the planned route in 10 minutes
or so, not much of a detour, but it sure surprised me. 

Again the rolling hills and fields of corn and hay were a pretty sight.
We made it to Maiden Rock, took a right on WI Hwy 35, thatʼs when
our group got spread out with all the other traffic. Up to this point, we had
the roads mostly to ourselves. The River Road is always a great ride.

We entered Prescott about 3 pm and stopped at the Dairy Queen,
the last scheduled point on our Picnic Run. With the weather being so
cool, the DQ was not very busy, so everyone got their ice cream treat
quickly. We all sat around the picnic tables and did not have to worry
about the ice cream melting. This was a good ride enjoyed by all.

Ray and Peggy Niemczyk

It was a chilly, but fun July picnic!

Sept. 11-13 Fall Rally Registration

Oct 3-4 Up North Drive

Oct. 11 Veit Foundation 
Car Museum Drive

Oct. 17 Board Elections



Fall Clean Up & Board Elections 
October 17, 2009

This is your opportunity to give back to your Miata
Club by serving on the board of directors The two year
president and vice-president positions will be open
due to term limits. The secretary and the treasurer po-
sitions do not need to be filled due to term limits; how-
ever, they are up for re-election too. The elections take
place October 17, 2009 when we have the fall
cleanup. If you have any questions or are interested,
please contact any board member for further informa-
tion. Thanks for your participation!

Up North Drive

October 3-4
Hosts Paul and Ronda Kinneberg

Come join us for this yearʼs up north drive October
3rd & 4th. We will be returning to Walker, MN and Itasca
State Park. We will be staying at Chase on the Lake re-
sort in Walker, rated one of the top five hotels in 2008.
Marcy Whitt has reserved a block of twenty rooms at
the rate of $119.00 per room including breakfast. The
ride will begin in Elk River at 9:30AM on October 3rd
with lunch in Nisswa and dinner in Walker. We will visit
Itasca State Park on Sunday morning with lunch at
Douglas Lodge. After lunch we will take a route down
the east side of Mille Lacs Lake ending in Princeton.

Please make your reservations as soon as possible
as the rooms will only be held until September 1st, see
resort info below. More details to follow later this 
summer.

Normal cancellation policy is 21 days prior to arrival,
but for us the cancellation policy will be 48 hours prior
to arrival. Be sure to verify with the hotel when you
make your reservations.

Reserved under: Miata Club of Minnesota
http://www.chaseonthelake.com
Direct 218-547-8528
Resort 218-547-7777

paul@longviewfinancial.com

Veit Foundation Car Museum Drive

Sunday, October 11

Meet at 10:30 in Medina
(Target’s Parking Lot)

Please RSVP to donschlais@yahoo.com 

The Miata club is going on a drive to the Veit Foundation car
museum on Sunday, October11, 2009. We will meet in the Tar-
get parking lot located on Highway 55 in Medina. The address
is 300 Highway 55, Medina. I plan to lead the Miata club on a
drive to the museum. The location of the museum is off High-
way 25 between Buffalo and Monticello, Minnesota.

The owner, Vaughn Veit, has been collecting old cars and
street rods for years. He opens his private collection to visitors
who make a voluntary contribution to his foundation. I was told
that the usual expectation is between 2 and 5 dollars per per-
son. Mr. Veit should be available to give a guided tour of his
collection. Members can access the foundations website at
veitauto.com.

The museum visit will include a catered lunch. The meal will
consist of 2 different types of barbequed meat on a bun, 2 side
dishes and dessert. Your cost is $9.99 for lunch and $1.50 for
soda or water. Coffee is also available. A gratuity of 18% plus
tax will be added to the meal cost. A vegetarian meal will be
provided upon request. Please RSVP no later than September
27 as an accurate number is necessary so enough food and
space is made available.

If you know an old car or street rod enthusiast, please feel
free to bring them as your guest. Club members are also en-
couraged to drive any old car, collector car, vintage car or street
rod as an alternative to the Miata. We are after all a member
of the great American car club fraternity. 

See you all there,
Don and Judy Schlais

Check the Miata Club’s Web Site 
for information about August and September Drives.


