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The MAZDA test drive experience
Drive it, Feel it, Own it

Branson Prayer
Lord keep us safe
As we drive today
Keep us on route
Don’t let us stray

Watch over us
As we travel
Make the roads paved
We don’t like gravel

Bless our cars
These mighty steeds
Bless the drivers
Who like to speed

Bless the passengers
In the drivers they trust
Let them scream out
If they think they must

Bless all the people
In this group today
Bless all the people
We meet on the way

As we travel through
Iowa and Missouri
Keep our eyes clear
Don’t let them get blurry

Let them experience
This wonderful nation
As we travel on
To our planned destination

Darrel

Before each event we traditionally introduce our-
selves and review the route.  We think that safety is very
important and have decided to include it in this issue.

Drive at your own level.  If the Miata behind hurries
you, wave them around and let them pass.  Depending
on the type of event, allow enough space between your
car and the car in front of you to allow you to enjoy the
drive and so the driver ahead of you isn’t worried about
how good your brakes may be.

Keep the Miata in front and the Miata behind in sight
at all times without tailgating.  This is especially impor-
tant when making a turn to ensure that the Miata behind
you see the turn.

Use turn signals.  As soon as you see the turn signal
of the car in front of you, turn on your signal to acknowl-
edge that and to inform the car behind you.

When pulling out in a group onto a major road,
be extremely careful of oncoming traffic—they will not

stop for you.  If at a two-way or four-way stop, take your
turn do not follow the car in front without stopping for the
stop sign and taking your turn.

Accelerate slowly when in loose gravel.  Take care not
to throw gravel or splash water/mud in the path of the
car behind you.

Be careful of your speed and in populated areas
watch for children and pedestrians.

If you are in trouble and do not have a radio, flash
your lights so the person in front of you knows and then
when it is safe pull off the road.

If this is a weekend event or a long drive and you stop
for lunch/dinner and then continue to drive, be careful of
how much alcohol you drink.  Limit it to one  glass of wine
or one bottle of beer for the safety of the group.  Make
sure you are never close to or over the legal limit.

Have a fun and safe trip

Event Safety Guidelines



Board Members:
President: Pam Flaten

952-890-0080
paflaten@comcast.net

Vice President: Danny Whitt
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Treasurer: Dave Buending
952-929-5906
dbuending@comcast.net

Secretary/Memberships: Lauree Cook
952-934-5888
LaureeCook@aol.com

Merchandise Directors: Don and Barb Shaw
763-559-9211
Miatamdse@aol.com

Past Pres.-Consultant: Steve Flaten
952-890-0080
sjflaten@comcast.net

Newsletter Editor: Barbara Campbell
763-862-3366
bsoupy@comcast.net

Web Site:
groups.msn.com/MiataClubofMinnesotaOutings

Email notifications are sent to club members as a 
reminder of upcoming events. If you are not on the
distribution list and would like to receive these 
notifications, send an email with your name and email
address to Danny Whitt at danny.whitt@charter.net
requesting your email address be added to the 
distribution list.

SPRING RALLY — May 4-6, 2007
Hosts: Danny and Marcy Whitt, Steve and Pam Flaten, Don and Judy Schlais, Veral and Barb Campbell

We will be meeting at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, May 4, at Point Douglas Park in Prescott, WI for a 10:30 a.m.

departure.  For those of you who are new to  the group, Point Douglas Park is off Highway 10 to the left as

you enter Prescott just before the bridge.

If you have any questions, please contact 
Danny or Marcy Whitt at 651-423-3002.

The day of the Rally cell phone contacts will be:

Dan and Marcy Whitt at 651-214-9765 or Steve and Pam Flaten at 651-369-0237

Branson Trip Agenda: 
Saturday May 5th Spring Rally
Sunday May 6th Drive to Quincy, IL 
Monday May 7th Drive to Branson, MO 
Tuesday May 8th Still Waters Resort, Branson
Wednesday May 9th Still Waters Resort, Branson
Thursday May 10th Still Waters Resort, Branson
Friday May 11th Drive to Altoona
Saturday May 12th Drive home
Sunday May 13th Visit with Mom

Sunday May 6th
McGregor, IA
• Pikes Peak State Park (Free) - 500 ft. bluff overlooking the Mississippi River, American Indian effigy mounds,

Bridal Veil Falls.

Dubuque, IA 
• Eagle Point Park - From a high ridge over looking the Mississippi view Wisconsin, Illinois, General Zebulon

Pike Lock and Dam No. 11.
• Crystal Lake Cave - Admission $10.
• Fenelon Place Elevator (round trip $2.) 296 ft. long incline railway.

Clinton, IA 
• Eagle Point Park (yes there is two) 100 ft bluff overlooking the Mississippi River.

LeClaire, IA 
• Buffalo Bill Cody Museum - Admission $2.

Davenport, IA - Moline, IL
• John Deere Pavilion, John Deere Collectors Museum, John Deere Worldwide Headquarters.

Muscatine, IA 
• Weed Park - Park overlooks the river and offers a fine view of the lock and dam. Near by are rose and 

lilac gardens.

Toolsboro, IA
• Toolsboro Mounds National Historic Landmark (Free).

Burlington, IA 
• Snake Alley - crookedest street in the world.

Monday May 7th
Hannibal, MO
• Riverview Park (Free)   400 acres on the bluffs of the Mississippi River. A statue of Samuel Clemens (Mark

Twain) over looks the river at inspiration point.

Clarksville, MO 
• Huge amounts of apples were shipped for the area each fall. Riverman dubbed the town Appletown.
• Lock and Dam 24.

Washington, MO 
• Calls itself the corncob pipe capital of the world.

Tuesday thru Thursday May 8-10th
Still Waters Resort

Friday May 11th
Drive to Altoona 

Saturday May 12th
Drive home 

Clean Up Day
Saturday April 14

Host: Gloria McDonald

It's time to get the Miata’s out and get them cleaned up
for the season.

So join us for a clean up and tech morning at Morrie’s
Long Lake Facilities on Saturday April 14th from 8:30 am
to noon. This event is being hosted by Morrie’s Mazda and
will be including coffee and donuts, tech support, indoor
car washing facility and paint touch-up.

There will be a service tech available from 9:15 am to
10 am to answer any of your Miata care questions. Please
email Gloria McDonald at Morrie’s if you have a question
before the 14th Gloria.McDonald@morries.com

Michael Ashbe will be available to assist you with any
paint touch-up or scheduling dent removals. (This you will
pay for).

So jump in the Miata Saturday morning April 14th and
head to Long Lake for a fun group clean-up day in a nice
warm indoor facility. See you there!!

Here are the directions to Morries in Long Lake, MN for
the Spring Clean-up Day next Saturday, April 14th.

From 494 take highway 12 west through Long Lake.  On
the west side of Long Lake you will see a McDonalds on
the left side and a tennis dome.  You will take the next left
into Morrie’s.
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